
Improve the physical environment of the school to enable pupils with disabilities to take better advantage of education, 

benefits, facilities and services provided 

Current Good Practice 

Birchwood Grove currently has a range of good practices in place to support the participation of pupils with disabilities in the 

curriculum. Class teachers and support staff are aware of the needs of children with disabilities and adapt the curriculum 

accordingly, with relevant CPD provided where required. The school ensures that all children, including those with disabilities, can 

access all school activities, including extra-curricular clubs and educational visits, through individual risk assessments and liaising with 

venues to put necessary adaptations in place. The school also runs alternative provision activities in the afternoons to teach essential 

skills such as communication and resilience. Classrooms are organised to ensure all children can access resources, and specialist 

equipment is purchased where necessary to support inclusion. 

Objective Actions to be taken Success Criteria Person 

Responsible 

Timeframe 

Increase the range of 

assistive technology and 

strategies available to 

support pupils with disabilities 

in accessing the curriculum 

e.g. clicker, talk to type 

- Conduct an audit of current technology 

and strategies in place including staff 

expertise available in the school 

- Research and identify any strategies, 

technology and interventions that could 

benefit pupils with disabilities 

- Develop a plan to implement any new 

strategies including CPD 

 

- Audit completed and gaps identified 

- New assistive technology and specialist 

equipment purchased and made 

available to pupils who need it 

- Staff trained on the use of new 

strategies and interventions and able to 

support pupils effectively 

Assistant head 

teacher  

Annually  

Enhance the skills and 

knowledge of all teaching 

staff in supporting pupils with 

disabilities to access the 

curriculum 

- Provide targeted professional development 

opportunities for teachers and support staff 

on effective teaching strategies and 

adaptations for pupils with different types of 

disabilities 

- Implement a system for regular, ongoing 

training and updates on supporting pupils 

with disabilities 

- Ensure all staff have a good understanding 

of the school's accessibility plan and their 

role in implementing it 

- All teaching staff have attended 

relevant training on supporting pupils 

with disabilities 

- Staff feedback indicates increased 

confidence and competence in 

adapting the curriculum and teaching 

approaches to meet the needs of pupils 

with disabilities 

- Lesson observations and work scrutiny 

show effective implementation of 

SLT Ongoing, 

with review 

at the end 

of each 

academic 

year 



Objective Actions to be taken Success Criteria Person 

Responsible 

Timeframe 

strategies to support pupils with 

disabilities 

Improve parental 

engagement and 

collaboration in supporting 

pupils with disabilities to 

access the curriculum 

- Review and update the school's 

communication channels and strategies to 

ensure parents of pupils with disabilities are 

well-informed and engaged 

- Establish regular communication channels 

for parents of pupils with disabilities to share 

information, gather feedback, and 

collaborate on supporting their child's 

learning 

- Develop a clear process for involving 

parents in the creation and review of 

individual support plans for pupils with 

disabilities 

- Parents report feeling well-informed 

and involved in supporting their child's 

learning 

- Attendance at parent meetings and 

workshops for pupils with disabilities is 

high 

- Parent feedback indicates a high level 

of satisfaction with the school's support 

for their child (through annual parent 

survey) 

SLT Annually  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Improve the physical environment of the school to enable pupils with disabilities to take better advantage of education, 

benefits, facilities and services provided 

Current Good Practice 

Birchwood Grove CP School has made significant efforts to ensure its physical environment is accessible for disabled pupils. The 

school currently has accessible car parking with dropped kerbs, a platform lift for wheelchair users, and colour-contrasted handrails 

and non-slip strips on staircases. Hearing induction loops and an accessible toilet and shower with a hoist are also available. The 

school has also created a "Nest" space where children can go to regulate their emotions.  

Objective Actions to be taken Success Criteria Person 

Responsible 

Timeframe 

Improve sensory spaces 

for pupils with disabilities 

- Conduct an audit of the school's existing 

sensory spaces to identify areas for improvement 

- Consult with pupils, parents, and relevant 

professionals to understand the specific sensory 

needs of disabled pupils 

- SLT and SBP to develop a plan to create or 

enhance sensory spaces, including the provision 

of appropriate equipment and resources (e.g., 

weighted blankets, fidget toys, calming lighting) 

- Designated sensory spaces are 

created or enhanced to meet the 

needs of disabled pupils 

- Pupils with disabilities report feeling 

better able to regulate their 

emotions and access the curriculum 

when using the sensory spaces 

- Feedback from pupils, parents, 

and staff indicates a high level of 

satisfaction with the new or 

improved sensory spaces 

- Consider developing a nurture 

group to run in the mornings  

Assistant 

head teacher  

1-2 

academic 

years 

(2027 

completio

n) 

Enhance the accessibility 

of outdoor learning 

environments 

- Review the accessibility of the school's outdoor 

spaces, including the OPAL playground, field, 

and other outdoor areas 

- Identify and address any barriers to accessibility, 

such as uneven surfaces, lack of shade, or limited 

sensory stimuli 

- Incorporate accessible and inclusive features 

into the outdoor spaces, such as wheelchair-

- Outdoor learning environments are 

fully accessible to disabled pupils 

- Disabled pupils report feeling able 

to actively participate in and enjoy 

outdoor learning and play activities 

- Feedback from staff indicates that 

the outdoor spaces are inclusive 

and support the learning and 

development of disabled pupils 

Headteacher 

Premises 

Manager 

Annually  



Objective Actions to be taken Success Criteria Person 

Responsible 

Timeframe 

friendly pathways, sensory gardens, and 

adapted play equipment 

Improve signage and 

wayfinding throughout 

the school 

- Conduct an audit of the school's signage and 

wayfinding systems 

- Develop a plan to enhance signage, including 

the use of visual cues, tactile elements, and 

clear, high-contrast text 

- Implement the new signage and wayfinding 

system throughout the school 

- Signage and wayfinding are clear, 

consistent, and easily understood by 

all pupils, including those with visual, 

cognitive, or physical disabilities 

- Disabled pupils report feeling 

confident in navigating the school 

environment independently 

Premises 

Manager 

Assistant 

Head teacher  

Ongoing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Improve the availability of accessible information to pupils with disabilities 

Current Good Practice 

Birchwood Grove CP School currently has a range of good practices in place to support the availability of accessible information for 

pupils with disabilities. The school provides written materials in different formats, such as languages and large print, to cater to the 

needs of its diverse community. Visual timetables using communication in print are displayed in all classrooms, helping children with 

additional needs to understand the daily schedule. The school also utilises technology and visual aids for children who may benefit 

from them, ensuring information is presented in an accessible way. During Friday celebration assemblies, key parts are signed for all 

children. 

Objective Actions to be Taken Success Criteria Person Responsible Timeframe 

Enhance the 

accessibility of school 

information and 

communication for 

pupils with visual 

impairments 

- Implement a system to provide key 

documents, such as newsletters and 

policies, in large print and digital formats 

- Ensure the school website and online 

platforms are compatible with screen 

readers and other assistive technologies 

- All key school information available in large 

print and digital formats 

- School website and online platforms fully 

accessible for pupils with visual impairments 

- Positive feedback from pupils and 

parents/carers on the improved accessibility of 

information 

Assistant Head 

teacher  

Website lead  

Ongoing  

Improve the 

accessibility of school 

information and 

communication for 

pupils with hearing 

impairments 

- Provide staff training on effective 

communication strategies for pupils with 

hearing impairments, such as clear 

speech, lip-reading support, and the use 

of visual aids and Makaton where 

appropriate 

- Ensure all school events and 

presentations have live captioning or 

British Sign Language interpretation 

available 

- Investigate the use of assistive listening 

devices, such as sound field systems, in 

classrooms and assembly halls 

- Staff confident in supporting pupils with 

hearing impairments 

- All school events and presentations accessible 

for pupils with hearing impairments 

- Assistive listening devices installed in key areas 

of the school 

Assistant 

Headteacher  

Annually 



Objective Actions to be Taken Success Criteria Person Responsible Timeframe 

Enhance the 

accessibility of school 

information and 

communication for 

pupils with learning 

difficulties 

- Review the readability and clarity of all 

written materials used in school, 

simplifying language and using visual 

aids where appropriate 

- Provide training for staff on creating 

accessible, easy-to-understand 

resources 

- Explore the use of text-to-speech 

software, symbol-supported text, and 

other assistive technologies to support 

pupils with learning difficulties 

- All written materials assessed and simplified for 

improved accessibility 

- Staff confident in creating accessible 

resources 

- Assistive technologies implemented to support 

pupils with learning difficulties 

 

Assistant 

Headteacher  

Curriculum Lead 

Annually  

Improve the 

accessibility of school 

information and 

communication for 

pupils with English as 

an Additional 

Language (EAL) 

- Translate key school documents, such 

as the prospectus and policies, into the 

most commonly spoken languages in 

the school community when required  

- Provide interpretation services for 

parents/carers during important 

meetings and events  

- Key school documents available in the most 

common languages spoken by families 

- Interpretation services available for 

parents/carers 

 

Assistant 

Headteacher  

Ongoing 

 


