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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
We would like to thank the school’s pupils, RRSA co-ordinator, the leadership team, staff, 
governors and parents for their very warm welcome and opportunity to hear about the 
Rights Respecting work that is taking place at Birchwood Grove Community Primary School.   
Prior to the assessment visit, comprehensive self-evaluation and impact evaluation 
documentation were submitted. A well evidenced and organised portfolio of evidence was 
also presented on the assessment day. 
 
It is particularly notable that: 
 

 the whole school community has embraced the principles and values of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) to underpin Birchwood Grove’s inclusive 
ethos. 
  

 respect is an integral part of the school’s everyday practice. 
 

 the journey towards RRSA level 2 has empowered pupils to take a greater role in the life 
of the school. 
 

 pupils have been encouraged to develop an outward-looking perspective upon the world  
both in the local and global contexts. 
 
Standards A, B, C and D have all been met. 
 

 
2. REQUIREMENTS BEFORE ATTAINING LEVEL 2 
 
No requirements noted. 
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3. MAINTAINING LEVEL 2 
 

 Continue to develop the use of the UNCRC as a framework for the school’s work by 
‘threading’ relevant Articles throughout the School Improvement Plan and in school 
communications such as newsletters and the website. 
 

 Look to audit the curriculum in order to systematically identify and document further 
examples which can be linked to specific rights so that pupil’s knowledge and 
understanding of the Convention is enhanced by learning about rights, through rights and 
for rights. 
 

 Explore ways to celebrate and promote the impact of ‘pupil voice’ in the school. 
 

 Continue to network with other schools in supporting the promotion of the UNCRC and  
consider joining Unicef’s annual Outright campaign. 
 
 

4. THE ASSESSMENT IN DETAIL 
 

4.1. The school context 
 

 

Birchwood Grove is a Community School for pupils aged 4 to 11 years of age with currently 
388 pupils on roll. The proportion of pupils eligible for the pupil premium is 5%. 5% of pupils 
have English as an additional language and 2% of pupils have a statement of special 
education needs or an EHC Plan. The school was inspected by Ofsted in July 2012 and was 
graded ‘outstanding’ in all areas.  
 
Birchwood Grove Community Primary School achieved the RRSA Level 1 in December 
2014.  
 

4.2. Assessment information 
 

Self-evaluation form received Yes  

Impact evaluation form received Yes  

Attendees at SLT meeting Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher and the 
RRSA co-ordinator. 

Number of children and young people 
interviewed 

2 pupil focus groups (total of 19 pupils from 
years 1 to 6), whole class discussion with 2 
classes (years 2 & 5/6).  

Number of adults interviewed 4 teachers, 3 members of support staff 
(includes 2 parents), 8 parents (includes 3 
parent governors) and 1 governor. 

Evidence provided Learning walks, lessons, feedback from 
meetings and written evidence. 
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Standard A:  
Rights-respecting values underpin leadership and management 
 
Standard A has been achieved 
 

 

 
School leaders are strongly committed to the principles and values of the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The Headteacher joined Birchwood Grove in September 
2016. She explained that the school's Rights Respecting work 'right from the beginning [it] 
was shining through' to her. At RRSA level 1 there had been a focus on six rights chosen by 
the pupils called ‘kite rights’. These are the ‘right to be the best we can be’ (Article 29), ‘the 
right to life and be healthy’ (Article 6), ‘the right to be kept safe, looked after and not harmed’ 
(Article 19) ‘the right to meet with friends, join clubs and play’ (Articles 15 and 31), the ‘right 
to learn and go to school’ (Article 28) and the ‘right to say what you think should happen and 
be listened to’ (Article 12). The ‘kite rights’ (with each kite of a different colour) continue to 
play a prominent role in supporting pupil’s understanding of rights but as the school has 
continued along its RRSA journey pupil’s knowledge of other rights has broadened. In 
addition, as the deputy headteacher explained, pupils now have ‘much more of a voice than 
they had before’. The development of global citizenship has also been a particular focus of 

level 2 work and an important ‘driver’ in helping pupils gain a wider understanding of the 
world. It is clear that school leaders very much see the UNCRC as providing a framework for 
Birchwood Grove's ethos and everyday practice with the Convention aptly described by the 
headteacher as being ‘like a sphere that's around the school’. 

 
The school's aims and values have been reviewed with reference to the Convention. One of 
Birchwood Grove’s values is ‘respect’ and the headteacher explained how this fits in with the 
school’s Rights Respecting work and the importance of ‘respecting each other’s rights’. The 

school has shown strategic commitment to the importance it gives to the Convention by 
including its ‘kite rights’ within the section of its website about the school's vision and aims. 
These aims include 'to ensure everyone, regardless of gender, race, ability or cultural 
background, is valued and has the opportunity to be listened to' and 'to take the 
opportunities to ensure everyone can relax and play, meet with friends and join clubs'. 
 
Reference to achieving RRSA level 2 is included within the personal development, 
behaviour and welfare section of the school improvement plan (2016/17) alongside action 
points for pupil ambassadors to help support the school’s Rights Respecting work. Several 
policies include specific Articles from the Convention. For example, the curriculum policy 
references Articles 6, 12, 27, 28 and 29, the assessment policy has Articles 3, 6, 16, 28 and 
29 and within the behaviour policy it states that ‘expectations for a high standard of 
behaviour are underpinned by our six main rights’ and that ‘staff working at Birchwood 
Grove will promote the vision and values of the school and the respect of the Articles of the 
UN Convention’. The RRSA co-ordinator works closely with a core team of six staff including 
the headteacher, deputy headteacher and key stage 1 and 2 teachers. Several members of 
the core team have attended Unicef RRSA courses or school based events and in spring 
2016 staff ‘inset’ was delivered by a Unicef assessor and trainer. Teaching Assistants, 
Midday Meal Supervisors (MMS) and some members of the governing body also attended 
this training. Up-dates and the sharing of ideas are provided by the RRSA co-ordinator at 
half termly staff meetings. Much work therefore has been done to help ensure that staff have 



 
 

RRSA Level 2 report- Birchwood Grove Community Primary School, 29th September 2017 
 

4 

a clear and sound knowledge of the Convention and that the school’s Rights Respecting 
work is sustainable for the long term. 
 
Inclusion is a strength of the school. Pupil participation in clubs is monitored and any pupils 
not taking part are invited to join a bespoke club. The school runs an inclusive sports day 
which also includes some children from other local schools. Birchwood Grove was awarded 
the gold standard kite mark for 2016/17 in connection with its sporting achievements and 
levels of pupil participation. A ‘Forest School’ club has been used after-school to help 
support pupils with low self-esteem.  
 
Birchwood Grove has been proactive in promoting the Convention beyond the school. In 
summer 2016, nursery and pre-schools in the Burgess Hill area were invited to the school to 
find out more about its rights resecting work with two nurseries subsequently attending. The 
school is also developing links with a RRSA level 2 primary school which Birchwood Grove’s 
rights ambassadors visited in the summer. Links are also being made with a special school 
which has included a shared ‘forest schools day’.  
 
In reviewing its vision, Birchwood Grove is ‘committed to preparing children for their future 
as local, national and global citizens’ and strategic planning has enabled global citizenship 
themes to be developed across the school. The school’s pre-visit documentation includes 
reference to how ‘we feel that we have made real progress in this area’ and ‘particularly 
pleasing is that it is increasingly the children who are leading on this and coming up with 
ideas. This is the way we want to go forward’. For example, weekly Year 6 pupil led ‘kite 
assemblies’ have been introduced ‘with a current affairs focus with explicit references to the 
Convention, sustainability and global citizenship’. A ‘global day’ in March 2016 enabled 
pupils across the school to explore some of the ‘UN Sustainable Development Goals’ with 
early years pupils focusing on global goal 11 and the other year groups looking at global 
goals 12 (year 1), 15 (year 2), 14 (years 3 and 4) and 3 (years 5 and 6). In connection with 
their work, year 1 pupils held an afternoon tea event using fair trade products. Following the 
success of the ‘global day’ this has now been developed by the school into two ‘global week’ 
events. 
 

 
 

Standard B:  
The whole school community learns about the CRC 

 
Standard B has been achieved 
 

 

 
Pupils were able to cite a range of Articles from the Convention including the right to be 
safe, to privacy, to have medical care, to learn, to be listened to, to be healthy, to have clean 
water, the right to life, protection from kidnapping and to relax and play. They understood 
that rights are for ‘everyone under 18’ and are universal, inherent, inalienable and 

unconditional. Several pupils were aware that there are forty two children’s rights.  Pupil 
ambassadors have clearly defined roles and have actively promoted rights both within 
school and at a school summer fair event. 
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Parents and governors are passionate advocates of the school’s Rights Respecting work. 
Governors have begun to link Articles from the Convention to particular policies and in July 
this year attended a morning event about the UNCRC and the school’s Rights Respecting 
work which was led by pupil ambassadors. Information about the RRSA and the UNCRC 
can be found on the school website, including a web-link to a summary version of the 
Convention. ‘Fabulous Finish’ events are opportunities for parents to visit the school where 
pupils showcase their work and these are linked to relevant Articles. The ‘new parents’ 
information evening also includes reference to the school’s Rights Respecting work. Parents 
spoke very warmly about the school giving examples of how their children had been 
supported in a variety of ways which had been underpinned by respect for their rights. A 
parent described how ‘we are a Rights Respecting home’ and that for her children it had 
helped ‘turn[ed] them into global citizens’. Another parent explained how they were learning 
about rights through their child. A ‘Talk to me about…’ initiative suggested by a member of 
the kite council means that this academic year weekly assembly presentations which include 
reference to rights can be found on the school website and, through school email, parents 
are encouraged to explore these issues further with their children at home.  
 
Pupils have learnt about rights through assemblies, displays, curriculum work and school 
events. Pupil led assemblies have included direct references to the Convention. For 
example, a summer term assembly about anti-racism referenced Articles 2, 12, 13, 14 and 
30, a spring term 2017 assembly about fair trade was based on Articles 12, 26, 27, 28, 32, 
36 and 42 and an assembly about Hurricane Irma included Articles 16, 17, 19, 24, 27, 28 
and 31. Displays around the school are of a high standard with several linked to Rights 
Respecting principles and values. A beautiful display of a kite with bows has developed the 
kite theme and enabled classes to add to the display a range of Articles with examples of 
how they will be respected.  During the learning walk pupils were able to make connections 
between aspects of school work and rights such as the food bank collection point and the 
right to be healthy. Reference to Articles and the UNCRC are ‘non-negotiable’ in curriculum 
planning which has helped to set across the school a clear expectation that the Convention 
should be linked to everyday practice where appropriate. Curriculum planning 
documentation from both the evidence portfolio and on the school’s website coupled with 
feedback from discussion with both pupils and teachers shows that there are opportunities 
to learn about specific rights in a range of topics. For example, year 3/4 pupils explained 
how Victorian children ‘had to work even when they were under ten’ and that child chimney 
sweeps and working in the mines had denied children’s rights to be safe. Curriculum 
overview plans show a systematic inclusion of Articles across a range of subject areas 
including Geography (Articles 5, 12, 12, 28 and 29), History (Articles 12, 13, 28 and 29), and 
PSHCE (Articles 6, 12, 16, 19, 28, 29, 31 and 33). 
 
Pupils were able to describe situations around the world where children are being denied 
their rights because of natural disasters such as hurricanes and earthquakes, lack of clean 
water or because of conflict such as in Syria. They also were aware that some children in 
the UK were not enjoying their rights because, for example, they were not safe or did not 
have sufficient food. The global dimension has been explored through various curriculum 
topics for different year groups. Examples include Africa, an exploration of different faiths 
and beliefs around the world, India and the civil rights movement. A ‘global week’ held in the 
summer was based around the theme of equality. This included pupils working with the user 
led disability awareness charity ‘Enable Me’, to meet with people with a range of disabilities 
and to participate in activities such as Boccia. The week also provided opportunities for 
pupils to explore issues related to gender inequality and the inequality that exists between 
different countries. At a pupil led assembly that took place during the assessment visit, the 
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theme was the ‘Invictus Games’. This was also linked back to the school's ‘Enable Me’ 
events and referenced to a range of Articles from the Convention including Article 23. 
 

 

Standard C:  
The school has a rights-respecting ethos 
 

Standard C has been achieved 
 

 

 
A range of different types of charter are used around the school. Class charters occupy 
prominent places in the classroom with several based on the ‘kite rights’ with some variation 
on occasions such as in a year 5/6 charter which referenced articles 6, 12, 16, 17 and 28. 
There is also a locker area charter, assembly charter and lunch & playground charter with 
the latter, for example, referencing Articles 6, 12, 16, 19 and 31. Pupil Rights Respecting 
ambassadors have played a key role in developing and refining whole school charters and 
the role of adults as duty bearers has also been highlighted.  
 
‘Respect’ is a school value and an integral part of Birchwood Grove’s inclusive ethos. 
Throughout the assessment visit, a positive supportive learning environment was very 
evident and during focus group discussions, pupils took turns in making their contributions 
and listened attentively to the views of others. Charters encourage Rights Respecting 
actions from all members of the school community. A Rights Respecting environment is 
promoted through the use of kite cards (a pupil suggestion) which staff can award in 
recognition of pupils respecting particular rights and children can also nominate their peers 
for ‘acts of kindness’. ‘Rosie the Rights Respecting Bear’ is also used to encourage 
Reception children in their understanding of Rights Respecting actions. Each year 6 pupil 
buddies with a Reception child and pupil ambassadors also acts as monitors to support 
children who are on their own. For the school’s year 6 residential trip, Articles were 
referenced as part of a behaviour expectations contract which parents and pupils signed. 
The school’s documentation describes how Rights Respecting values have helped to 
develop a sense of unity across the whole school as evidenced, for example, with pupils 
creating golden kites for a ‘celebration of support staff day’ last term.  
 
Respect for learning is actively and positively promoted though the use of classroom 
charters, awarding certificates at kite assemblies and developing a ‘growth mind-set’ within 
pupils. For example, with the latter a year 4 pupil explained how ‘if you get stuck you keep 
on trying and persevere’. Pupils confirmed that they ‘have a say’ in their learning. For 
example, there are opportunities at a start of a topic to indicate what they would like to 
particularly learn about. One pupil receiving a kite certificate explained to the assembly ‘I 
was awarded [a] red kite for respecting [the] right to be the best I can be by writing an 
excellent Victorian diary entry’. 
 
When asked, pupils said they felt safe at school. They were able to give examples of how 
the school helps to keep them safe including the use of fire drills, the medical room and the 
help of staff. The school held a ‘safer internet day’ earlier in the year and on its website has 
linked this to Articles 13, 16, 17, 34 and 36. As the school newsletter reported ‘we thought 
that this day helped us to understand and respect the right to be safe, the right to 
information and the right to privacy’.  
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Pupils commented how awareness for the importance of respect for others has grown. For 
example, playground sports are now organised via a rota system so that all pupils’ right to 
play is respected. The link RRS governor explained how pupils at kite council (school 
council) meetings approach any problems that arise by looking to see ‘how you will deal with 
[the] problem on the basis of rights’. For example, use of lockers was identified as a problem 
and ‘not respecting [the] right to be safe’ which led to a one way system being developed as 
a solution to the problem. This had been ‘driven by the children’ and had involved them 
‘using those rights to solve the problem’.  

 
Pupils’ awareness of the global dimension is evident from discussions. For example, a year 
3 pupil gave a very eloquent description of the impact of Nelson Mandela’s life’s work in 
confronting racial prejudice in South Africa and in open ended discussion connected to a 
year 4 topic about deforestation, pupils were able to make links with global warming. A 
school newsletter article described how for part of a ‘prayer space’ event in 2016, pupils had 
‘the opportunity to talk, think and pray for all the different children in the world, creating 
together a huge Global Family Tree’ and also take part in an activity about refugee children 
‘where the children thought about what a child might pack if they had to quickly flee form 
their home to safety’. 
 

 

Standard D:  
Children are empowered to become active citizens and learners 
 

Standard D has been achieved 
 

 

 
A year 6 pupil explained that ‘when we [be] came a Rights Respecting school more and 
more of our ideas have come to life in our school’. Pupil voice is a strength at Birchwood 
Grove; children’s views and opinions are listened to and taken seriously. The school’s kite 
council has representatives from each class who have been nominated by their peers. In 
addition, there are sixteen year 5 and 6 pupil Rights Respecting ambassadors who are also 
part of the kite council. The ambassadors have clearly defined job descriptions which 
include responsibilities for the creation of charters for different areas of the school, choosing 
particular charities to support and organise fund raising activities for these, working with the 
Headteacher in the review of policies as appropriate to help ensure that they are accessible 
to children and reference relevant Articles, supporting the curriculum work of the school to 
link with children's rights such as with the global week events and communication 
ambassadors who help to promote the Rights Respecting message across the school and 
chair the kite council meetings. The environment pupil ambassadors have two particular foci 
for the current autumn term which are to help the school community learn how to reduce, re-
use and recycle plastic waste and to increase awareness about composting, looking in the 
first instance at food waste at break times. Examples of the impact of ‘pupil voice’ include 
involvement in reviewing the anti-bullying, behaviour and marking policies, delivering 
assemblies, setting up activities about rights such as designing a Christmas jumper 
competition connected to rights, new resources for the playground, setting up a playground 
rota for ball games, the development of charters and having the idea of a talent show come 
to fruition.  
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The PSHCE curriculum supports pupils in developing their knowledge and understanding of 
their health and well-being so that they are empowered to make informed decisions. As part 
of ongoing development of the PSHCE curriculum, the NSPCC ‘Pants’ resources and 
assemblies materials are being used. Year 5 and 6 pupils have received basic life support 
skills training from the charity ‘Little Lifesavers’. Pupils are encouraged to use healthy 
recipes in cooking sessions and when asked about healthy food types gave fruit and 
vegetables as examples.  
 
Birchwood Grove has supported a range of charities including Unicef’s ‘Day for Change’, 
‘Children in Need’, the British Legion ‘Poppy Appeal’ and ‘Red Nose’ Day. During the 
summer term, key stage 2 classes held weekly cake sales to support the charity ‘Enable 
Me’. The autumn 2016 ‘global week’ focused on poverty with particular reference to local 
poverty. The school website explains that ‘the children discussed and explored their 
understanding of poverty and looked at poverty statistics across the world and in their local 
area. They discussed whether they thought this was fair, and the role they could play in 
making a better, fairer world’. During this week the school launched its collection point for 
the local foodbank at Burgess Hill. The Harvest Festival also provided an opportunity to 
donate food. 
 

 


